
When your child is reading, talk about the characters, plot (events), setting, problem 
(conflict), how the problem was resolved.  You can also ask your child about the 
beginning, middle and end.  They can compare and contrast stories we have read, 
characters and events that happen in our stories.  They should know the difference 
between fantasy and realism and why they think the story or character is real or 
fictional.  Prediction is always a good sign of your child’s comprehension, if they can’t 
make connections to what is happening in the story they probably don’t understand the 
text.  Your child should know how to do these things and we strongly encourage you to 
talk about the books your child is reading. 

It is always a good idea to sit and listen to your child read where you can also see the 
words.  Many times if you’re not watching they can make up the story (or use different 
words) and this can cause some difficulty in their fluency and comprehension. 

Comprehension can also be built when you read a story to them.  I have listed the 
following questions for you and your child to think about while you or your kiddo is 
reading.  If your child struggles at first you can role model by thinking out loud.  Just by 
showing what you are thinking might trigger an idea for your child. 

Questions for comprehension: 

The who, what, where, when, why and how questions always work. 

Setting questions: 

-Where and when does the story take place? 

-What can you hear, see, feel, or smell as you read? 

-How is the setting like another place you know? 

Character questions: 

-Who is the most important character? Why? 

-Who is the most interesting character? Why? 

-Who else could be in the story? 

-How do the characters feel about one another? 

-How is this ________ like _________?  How are they different? 

Plot Questions: 

-What is the story problem? How do you think it will be solved? 

-What challenges do the characters encounter and how do they deal with them? 

-What was the most important part of the story? 

-What are the important events of the story?  What happened at the beginning, middle 
and end? 

Theme questions: 

-Do you think the title is appropriate for the story? 

-What does the story mean to you? 

-Why do you think the author wrote this story? 



Perspective questions: 

-Who is telling the story?  Is this the best person to tell the story?  Why? 

-Who else could have told this story? Why? 

Illustration questions: 

-What do you see happening in the picture?  Does is match the words? 

-What is your favorite illustration?  Why did you choose it? 

-Could you picture the story without the illustrations?   

-Can you make a movie of this story in your head as your reading?  What is happening 
in the movie? 

 


